
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PORTLAND AND SEATTLE 
May 24th to May 31st 

($4350, 7 nights, airfare, tours, taxes, 4-star hotel and included meals) 

(Deduct $450 if flying on own and $450 pp if sharing a room) 

 

Airfare is not booked yet HOWEVER these are the very probable flights. 

 

DIRECT NEWARK TO Portland leaves 3:55pm May 24th landing in Portland at 7:20pm (United / Alaska Airline).  

There is a later flight from JFK 7:50pm that gets in at 11:20 if you cannot get to Newark (there are also MANY non-

direct flights from NYC all day long). There is a public $14 shuttle that takes you from the airport to hotel in case you 

choose another flight option (30 minutes drive). 

 

Seattle to JFK- DIRECT  10:05am getting in around 6:38pm JFK DELTA   OR 1:15pm getting in at 9:51pm JFK Jet 

Blue 

I will book one of these first 2 depending on their availability when i am ready to book (very soon). If either of these 

are ok with you, than that is what i am going to secure. IF there is a choice that you MUST have, please let me know, 

but if it is not the choice I make, than you will have to get to the airport on your own (There is the light rail that is 

$2.50 that goes from a few blocks from the hotel to the Seattle airport if you are adventurous). I am leaning on leaving 

at 1:15p 

 

Portland Hotel- We are staying at the 4-star Benson In Downtown Portland. This is a beautiful Beaux Arts hotel built 

in 1913. This is a historic hotel and one of the most famous in the North West. The most well-know in in Portland. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5yL9387PYg\ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTdZ_BwHEi4- E     

Junior Suite Upgrade $500. Penthouse Suite Upgrade $600 

Seattle Hotel- we are staying in the centrally located, beautiful 4-star boutique Kimpton Hotel Vintage Seattle. This 

hotel was voted, “The Best Hotel in Washington 2017” by Travel + Leisure, “The Best City Hotels in the Continental 

US, 2016” Travel + Leisure, “Best Hotels in Washington” by U.S. World & News, Conde Nast Travel in 2015 listed it 

in their “Readers Choice Top 20 Hotels.” The hotel is a AAA Four Diamond Award Winner for the last 2 years. There 

is also a daily hosted wine hour!   1) The King Premier- 360 sf city views 1 King bed and a Queen sofa sleeper with 

sitting area. Contact me first to see the availability of this if you want this  +$200   2) The King Corner-City views 

roughly the same size as the king premier just on a corner and includes access to nearby Columbia Tower Club 

(Weekends and Holidays excluded)http://www.clubcorp.com/Clubs/Columbia-Tower-Club.   This is VERY limited 

for our group please inquire if interested I think we have 1 at a special rate.   Columbia Tower Club - Premier Private 

Business Club- With the most breathtaking views of the dynamic cityscape of Seattle, Columbia Tower Club embraces 

and reflects the diversity and spirit of the city. The sophisticated feel of the Club, with a modern edge, includes floor-

to-ceiling picture windows in every room, graceful and warm woodwork, and high-end finishes. The crowning jewel, 

though, is the panoramic view of one of the most exciting and dazzling cities in the world, with views of Puget Sound 



by day and millions of lights by night, sparkling like diamonds in the city 76 floors below Columbia Tower Club.   

+$300 

 

Portland has always been known as a quirky, fun, foodie and music town with a somewhat “Austin” feel to it. In fact, 

Portland has the same motto as Austin- “Keep Portland Weird.” With its vibrant Downtown and eclectic 

neighborhoods, Portland promises an abundance of activities for almost any traveler. Foodies flock to the artisanal 

eateries, shoppers find plenty of design-savvy boutiques stocked with everything from designer goodies to outdoor 

apparel and nature lovers appreciate the wide ranging outdoor environment. 

  

Portland, also known as The City of Roses or Stumptown, is Oregon’s most populous city, and the third largest city in 

the Pacific Northwest. Whether in the Cultural District Downtown or a transfigured warehouse in the trendy Pearl 

District, it is easy to see why Lonely Planet in 2017 named Portland the 10th best city to travel to IN THE WORLD. 

Portland is known for its large number of microbreweries, enthusiasm for coffee and as one of the most interesting 

cities in the nation. The New York Times named Portland, “The West Coast Capital of Urban Cool.” Travel + Leisure 

deemed Portland’s Waterfront Loop one of America’s Coolest Riverwalks in the World.” Food & Wine put Portland 

on the “U.S. and Canada’s Best Places to Eat” list. 

  

Some top things on our Portland itinerary we are working on visiting: Portland’s International “Rose Test Garden” 

which is the oldest, continuously operated public rose garden in the Unites States with over 10,000 roses; Downtown 

Portland farmers market- considered one of the world’s finest Farmers Markets; Portland’s Saturday Market-the 

nation’s largest open-air arts and crafts market; Portland’s Japanese Garden- proclaimed as one of the most authentic 

Japanese gardens outside of Japan, with five separate gardens and an authentic Japanese Tea House; Powell’s City 

of Books- the largest independent bookstore on the planet; the Lan Su Chinese Garden- an authentically built Ming 

Dynasty style garden with bridges, pavilions and an idyllic lake; Portlandia- America’s second largest copper 

hammered statue (second to the Statue of Liberty); and finally Portland is currently experiencing a food cart 

revolution as U.S. News & World Report voted Portland’s street food scene and sidewalk chefs #1 in their Top 10 List 

of World’s Best Street Food. 

  

Restaurants are the last thing I work on when planning trips, but rest assured they will be the top restaurants in both 

Portland and Seattle. Besides top restaurants, I am planning activities such as food tours, walking tours, bus tours, 

waterfall tours, winery tours, boat/ferry tours and sites to see, do and visit. As usual, I will keep you busy during the 

days and fill you up with great food along the way! I will give you free time in the 2 cities to explore on your own and 

we will be staying in centrally located, 4-star accommodations. 

 

Note: Itinerary and timeline subject to changes as it is not complete. We first take a bus tour through the various 

parts of the city from downtown Portland to the Pearl District to Nob Hill, and several neighborhoods. Visit all the 

must-see attractions including the sites of Pioneer Square and learn about the great diversity found in Portland’s 

downtown area, the historical importance it has played in the state’s history and the fast-growing culture that exists 

in the City of Portland. We will learn about many prominent and notable citizens of Oregon. Experience sights of 

Portland famous Food Carts. Next, we visit the Pittock Mansion, a meticulously preserved architectural landmark 

that symbolizes Portland’s transformation from a small lumber town into a bustling city. We then head over to the 

International Rose Gardens inside the lush and beautiful Washington Park, featuring some of the most amazing 

cascade mountain views around. Our last stop is the Lan Su Chinese Garden one of Portland's greatest treasures and 

most interesting sites to see while visiting Portland. A result of a collaboration between the cities of Portland and 

Suzhou, the sister city in China's Jiangsu province that's famous for its beautiful Ming Dynasty gardens, Lan Su was 

built by Chinese artisans from Suzhou and is the most authentic Chinese garden outside of China. 

 



May in Oregon is wine month and the week leading into Memorial Day is a big celebration in wine country!  We will 

be here during one of the region's longest-running events where more than 150 wineries and tasting rooms will host 

special events, capping off the state-wide celebration of Oregon Wine Month. Taste new wines from your favorite 

labels, sample from the barrel with winemakers, or savor specialty food pairings and live music. This week is a chance 

to visit some of the region’s smallest producers that are rarely open to the public. Therefore, we will head out of town 

a wine and waterfall tour, exploring the amazing wineries found in this part of the country during this time of 

celebration.  We start the morning in Oregon’s largest state park, Silver Falls. Breathe in the piney scent of an 

evergreen tree, pick salmonberries, and get gently misted by one of the Park’s glistening falls. We spend the afternoon 

tasting fine wines in the intimate settings of three boutique wineries as we take in the rolling hillsides and serene 

vineyards of the Willamette Valley. 

To spice up history tours and to create many more stops, I like to sometimes add a food history tour into my trips 

when possible.  This walking tour of downtown Portland begins and ends with us stopping at some of the most 

popular restaurants and famous food trucks in the neighborhood showing us the wide range of Portland’s culinary 

scene, from upscale eateries to casual classics to sweet shops. In between stops, we pass by local attractions and hear 

about the area’s history, how the Pearl District evolved from a warehouse quarter to one of the city’s trendiest 

neighborhoods to how Portland got its name. Total walking distance on this tour is 1.2 miles over 3 hours on flat 

terrain. 

 

Memorial Weekend launches The Portland Rose Festival. Since 1907 Portland has been celebrating this festival with 

live music, fireworks and of course Roses. We will have an optional Friday night to watch the fireworks and concert. 

 

I am happy to announce that we are currently booked at ANDINA the #1 restaurant on TripAdvisor of 3446 

restaurants, in Portland. This restaurant is #2 on Zagat Best Restaurant in Portland list with a 4.7 rating for food. 

Zagat says, “This lively Pearl District standby remains a favorite, offering a big selection of impeccable, exotic 

Peruvian dishes including small plates like ceviche to die for and amazing tapas with a knowledgeable staff to help 

navigate it all; regular live music make for a space that’s always hopping, yet even those who find it a bit spendy insist 

it’s totally worth it.” The website “USA today 10best.com” says, “One restaurant that appears on everybody's best-of 

Portland list is Andina.  Andina has taken traditional South American cuisine to the level of fine art. Located in the 

heart of Portland's Pearl District, the neighborhood is comprised of boutique shops, art galleries and old industrial 

building converted into high-end lofts. Andina has a formal dining room and a more casual bar featuring live, Latin-

influenced music every night of the week.” Zagat goes onto say, “Though Andina is one of the most expensive 

restaurants in Portland, most diners agree that the food and attentive service is well worth the cost.” Andina is also 

listed in the essential 38 Portland restaurants. Zagat also lists Andina in Portland’s “Best Restaurant Décor,” list. 

 

We are also currently booked at- HIGGINS RESTURANT- A James Beard Award Winner for Best Chef in 

Northwest, Chef Greg Higgins has traveled worldwide to share his passion for northwest regional cooking. His recipes 

and writing have been published in numerous periodicals & books as well as his many television appearances. Chef 

Higgins brings Farm to Table dining to life. Listed in Portland’s Eater- “Best Restaurants to Eat 2017”, Listed in Zagat, 

“Best Restaurants in Downtown Portland,” Zagat says, “ This “farm-to-table downtown landmark exudes a 

professional air from its high-quality menu of sustainably sourced Pacific NW cuisine to the knowledgeable staffers; 

though it can be pricey, patrons feel it’s worth it for the pride in preparation and care for the ingredients.” And 

TripAdvisor ranks Higgins # 8 of 3446.  Oregon Live lists it in their list of best restaurants in 2016 and they say, “One 

of the Pacific Northwest's most influential restaurants, Higgins is the eponymous home of chef Greg Higgins, who 

left a celebrated stint at The Heathman 20 years ago, moved just up the hill, and along the way helped push Portland's 

farm-to-table movement into the 21st century.”  Higggins is listed #7 on 38 Portlands Essential Restaurants, “One of 

Portland's pioneering chefs, Greg Higgins was cultivating relationships between local chefs and farmers long before 

winning the James Beard Best Chef Northwest award. But today, Higgins is one of downtown's best spots and the 

service is as close to fine dining as it gets in laid-back Portland. For a more relaxed but still old-school vibe”. 



 

Other restaurants to be booked shortly. 

Seattle is the USA 4th fastest growing city, Washington State’s largest city and home to a large tech industry, with 

Microsoft and Amazon headquartered in its metropolitan area. The futuristic Space Needle, a 1962 World’s Fair 

legacy, is its most iconic landmark. Seattle is a world-class city with many wonderful attractions. The Seattle Center, 

location of the 1962 World's Fair, has become a premier destination for arts, entertainment and leisure activities.  

The 74-acre campus is home to The Experience Music Project, The Chihuly Garden and Glass Museum, and the Space 

Needle. Downtown Seattle hosts the Seattle Art Museum, the Seattle Symphony, and Pike Place Market. Historic 

Pioneer Square is the destination for the Seattle Underground Tour, and is adjacent to Century Link Stadium and 

Safeco Field. Surrounded by mountains and water, filled with lakes and parks, Seattle's romantic soul is evident from 

the moment you step foot in the city.  Beyond romance, the variety of sights and activities, restaurants and nightspots, 

shopping venues and attractions are enough of a draw. You can spend your days wandering the streets of Capitol Hill 

or Pioneer Square, browsing at the original Nordstrom or through the artisan stalls at Pike Place Market, sipping 

lattes and espressos at any one of the thousands or so coffee carts in the city, while taking in the music scene by night. 

After all, the city that spawned Nordstrom, grunge music, Microsoft and Starbucks has to have something special 

going for it! 

  

Travel + Leisure Magazine recently ranked Seattle as being among the “Top Best Cities for Foodies.” Seattle's epic 

climb to national food fame has been broadcast globally with being the host city for Top Chef Season 10, featured on 

The Layover with Anthony Bourdain, and Bizarre Foods With Andrew Zimmern. With Seattle's unique geographical 

surroundings of pristine cold waters and hot desert-like climate, it makes for ideal conditions for fresh seafood, 

incredible wine grapes, and bountiful fresh produce. 

  

As we always try to do with TSG trips, when we visit a city is we will have a bus tour of Seattle with an overview of its 

unique neighborhoods. We will visit Downtown Seattle and the Seattle waterfront and see sites such as Pioneer 

Square, Chinatown, the International District, the Seattle Center, Pike Place Market, Olympic & Cascade mountain 

views, Historic Pioneer Square, the Waterfall Garden Park, Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park, Lake 

Washington, the I-90 Floating Bridge, Mercer Island, Puget Sound and much more! 

  

We have a guided food tour with tastings of the world-famous Pike Place Market and we explore the back alleys, 

narrow corridors, and tiny storefronts in search of the best eats of the market. We will meet the Market’s lively 

characters and hear their memorable stories, see fish fly, cheese being made, and the “original” Starbucks store. By 

the end, you will know the best places to eat at Pike Place Market! 

  

I have hired Savor Seattle for a few of our food tours. Savor Seattle Food Tours is the #1 food tour in America on 

TripAdvisor and Yelp! Having been featured in national and international publications and news outlets, including 

bon appétit, the Travel Channel, and USA Today. They run the #1 tour in Seattle (out of 143) which we will be doing. 

Another tour that we are doing is a lively progressive four-course meal exploring four of Seattle's top chefs' 

restaurants, including several James Beard Award honorees. Each location corresponds to a course – two appetizers, 

a main, and a dessert. These four chefs have come together to create delicious and unique dishes just for us. The menu 

for this tour is seafood-centric and each course includes a wine or cocktail pairing.  In addition to savoring delectable 

dishes and drinks, we will also learn about Seattle's rich food history and the local ingredients and expert preparations 

in each chef's innovative dish. We will also learn about each chef's background, as well as their influences on Seattle's 

dynamic restaurant culture, and get a sneak peek inside what it takes to operate these high-stakes kitchens and secrets 

to success! Our tour is led by the foodiest of all of food tour guides having extensive cooking experience and intimately 

familiar with the latest happenings in the Seattle food scene. Join us for a fun and delicious evening and learn how 

Seattle has become one of the country's top dining destinations. 

  



Destinations on the Dinner Soiree tour include-Loulay Restaurant & Bar- Named for Seattle Celebrity Chef Thierry 

Rautureau’s hometown of Saint Hilaire de Loulay in France, Loulay Kitchen & Bar marries the French influence of 

his upbringing with modern twist and sensibility to provide an accessible dining experience for everyone. Winner of 

Seattle Met's 2014 Restaurant of the Year;  Sansei Seafood Restaurant & Sushi Bar, D.K. Kodama - Named one of 

“America’s Best Sushi Bars" by Bon Appétit , Blueacre Seafood- Chef Kevin Davis - James Beard Semi-Finalist Zagat- 

4.5, they say, “Kevin Davis has done it again with this Downtown surf 'n' turf spot, putting out delectable fare and 

expect a sleek, expansive space, professional service and bills that many find a little pricey, but worth it for the quality” 

TanakaSan- Iron Chef Tom Douglas's Asian-American hot spot for dessert. These stops are subject to change but are 

the current tour stops as of writing this. 

 

Our 3 hour gourmet lunch tour has sit down stops at ORFEO Restaurant for Slow-roasted wild boar with grilled 

polenta & Rosé pairing, Serious Pie- Roasted mushroom truffle cheese pizza & margherita pizza, Cutters Crabhouse- 

Crab-stuffed prawn & Sauvignon Blanc pairing,  Chan Spicy Korean pork slider, braised short rib, & rice beer pairing,  

La Buona Tavola Truffle Cafe- Truffle oil and salt, balsamic vinegar & gourmet treats, Steelhead Diner -Razor clam 

chowder with truffle oil & Viognier pairing, Von’s Gusto bistro- Wild salmon sour dough pasta & sparkling wine 

pairing, Fran’s Chocolates- President Obama and First Lady's favorite chocolates. These stops are subject to change 

but are the current tour stops as of writing this. 

 

Please note: Dinner is not including May 24th on our arrival day, this is an open day and I am planning on Amtrak to 

take us from Portland to Seattle that arrives in Seattle at noon on Sunday May 28th. 
 

 

 


